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Abstract:
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Teaching Learning Cycles Model in Arabic writing instruction. The
study is based upon the theme of Travel. The target population is 32
Keywords: Arabic Writing Skills, students. A qualitative approach with a descriptive method was used,
Genre-Based Approach, Senior whereby data were collected through classroom observation,
High School assignments, tests, FGD, and documentation. Data were analyzed using
descriptive analysis techniques. The results show that the GBA with the
TLC Model provide gradual learning, through the introduction of
concepts, modeling, and practice activities in group and individual
settings. It also integrated the 4C skills of 21st-century learning: critical
thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. Students'
learning mastery increased from 39.72% to 87.19% with a mean increase
from 60.28 to 81.67 after the intervention. The learning process was also
rated positively by observers. This study concludes that GBA with the
TLC Model is effective in improving Arabic writing skills through
structured, contextual, and collaborative learning experiences.

How to cite:  Ashari, M. Y., Huda, M. M., & Mahfudhoh, R. (2024). Enhancing Arabic writing skills through
the genre-based approach in senior high school. Journal of Arabic Language Teaching, 4(2),
121-134. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.35719/arkhas.v4i2.2137

Publisher: Arabic Language Education Department, Postgraduate of UIN Kiai Haji Achmad Siddiq Jember

Introduction

Arabic writing proficiency still becomes a formidable challenge in Indonesian Islamic
schools because of the instructional time and pedagogical constraints. The curriculum reduction
from four to two hours of Arabic language per week in 11th grade has resulted in students'
underachievement concerning writing skills effectively (Mahfud, 2019; Nurdin et al., 2023;
Suyatno et al., 2019). Furthermore, teachers themselves often fail to apply innovative methods,
mainly because of the lack of professional development opportunities (Abdel-Malek, 2020;
Ariyanfar & Mitchell, 2020). The first reason is the inherent complexity of Arabic writing,
which requires mastering grammar, vocabulary, and composition of texts (Nira & Fauziyah,
2021; Soliman & Khalil, 2024). Secondly, the limitation of classroom hours restricts practice
opportunities, leading to skill stagnation (Latif et al., 2024). For instance, some studies have
revealed that the application of Genre-Based Approach really enhances writing skills through
systematically designed learning stages (Lukmawardani & Badriyah, 2022). Another study
showed that the application of GBA in language classes helped improve both students' engage-
ment and learning outcomes (Cahya, 2024; Rahimi & Zhang, 2022). Moreover, a study by Fat-
imah points out the potential of GBA in developing writing proficiency through tasks in context
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(Liuetal., 2024). Thus, the integration of the Genre-Based Approach with the Teaching Learn-
ing Cycle offers a practicable solution to strengthen the writing skills of Arabic while address-
ing the instructional time constraints and improving teaching effectiveness.

Previous research in the improvement of Arabic writing skills using the Genre-Based
Approach has provided insights but still leaves many gaps. Previous studies have placed more
focus on cognitive and linguistic development at the expense of practical challenges in imple-
mentation in real classroom settings. First, the genre-based learning model which integrates
literacy activities and character-strengthening effectively increases students’ literacy (reading
and writing) and builds their character. This model does not significantly influence students'
reading skills but significantly influences students’ writing skills (Daly, 2019; Ramadhan &
Indriyani, 2023; Ashari et al., 2023). Second, highlight the significance of learning experiences
and suggest that teachers should consider adopting the engaging process-genre approach to es-
tablish negotiated norms, routines, and roles to trigger and sustain students’ engagement with
learning-to-write activities and writing (Rahimi & Zhang, 2022). Third, This GBA model can
be used as a framework to enable teachers and students to develop their writing skills
(Zemliansky, 2024). It is hoped that this model can become a classroom strategy in allowing
teachers and students to achieve a higher level of writing skill (Purba et al., 2020). These gaps
have shown the need for research in specific contexts where pedagogical strategies are needed
in classroom realities, hence this study's focus on applying GBA with the Teaching Learning
Cycle (TLC) in Arabic writing instruction within an Indonesian senior high school context.

The Genre-Based Approach (GBA) is a methodology within the classroom that encour-
ages structured learning through focused text genres, enabling learners to progress from under-
standing to the production of language texts. The stages of this approach include Building
Knowledge of the Field (BKoF), Modelling of the Text (MoT), Joint Construction of the Text
(JCoT), and Independent Construction of the Text (ICoT), all of which make it highly effective
in teaching languages (Hasanah et al., 2021; Rahmawati & Fajriah, 2023; Wijayanti et al.,
2020). GBA provides a systematic approach in the learning of the Arabic language, whereby
learners can be enabled to acquire grammar, vocabulary, and textual organization skills im-
portant for the mastering of writing competencies (Hidayad et al., 2023; Khasanah et al., 2023).
The effectiveness of GBA is in the process that it follows in learning (Siangsanoh &
Chatpunnarangsee, 2024). First, it gives learners foundational knowledge through the provision
of contextualized language. This will enable learners to capture linguistic elements necessary
for communication (Kamilah, 2024). Second, collaborative tasks in the JCoT stage encourage
peer interaction, which can lead to deeper understanding (Ahyarudin & Jamilah, 2024). Third,
the individual writing task in the ICoT phase strengthens learners' autonomy and creative abil-
ities in text production (Yasin et al., 2023). All these aspects contribute to the improvement of
skills, which can be realized through some visible improvements in students' writing perfor-
mance and participation in language acquisition.

This research aims to improve the writing skills in Arabic for eleventh-grade students
at MA Al Ummah Pandanwangi Jombang through the application of the Genre-Based Ap-
proach with a model of Teaching Learning Cycle. Indeed, this study is conducted because pre-
vious studies in Arabic language still need to integrate comprehensive text-based teaching strat-
egies (Marquez et al., 2023; Maulana et al., 2024). First, the previous study has largely concen-
trated on the general linguistic competence and not on a specific improvement of writing skills
(Gunesch, 2024; Mutmainah, 2023). Second, there has been a limited implementation of text
modeling and collaborative writing activities, which decreases student engagement in creative
writing tasks (Estrini, 2021). Third, although previous research has shown the benefits of GBA
in English learning, its application in Arabic writing remains understudied (Link et al., 2024;
Mahanani et al., 2019; Mirzoyeva et al., 2024). This study, therefore, tries to fill these gaps by
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researching the effectiveness of GBA and TLC on improving Arabic writing proficiency among
students through contextual, structured, and interactive learning practices.

This study is planned to improve the Arabic writing of senior high school students by
using the Genre-Based Approach through the Teaching Learning Cycle model. With this ap-
proach, students will be able to improve both linguistic competence and writing performance.
The first reason for adopting GBA is that it has a structured stage, which enables gradual de-
velopment from knowledge-building to independent writing (Estrini, 2021; Jauharoh et al.,
2021). Second, GBA offers students the opportunity to be directly involved with contextual
learning and carries out collaborative tasks (Mahanani et al., 2019). Another study proved that
students who have been exposed to GBA showed significant improvement in writing accuracy
and fluency (Mutmainah, 2023). Further, GBA incorporates critical thinking and creativity
skills, essential for 21st-century learning. Based on these results, the present study hypothesizes
that the application of the GBA-TLC model will significantly improve students' Arabic writing
skills in terms of content, structure, and grammatical accuracy.

Method

This study is concerned with the improvement of the Arabic writing skill in senior high
school students, using the genre-based approach. The importance of the problem can be seen in
the difficulties faced by students in organizing their thoughts in Arabic and putting them into
coherent written words, important for academic success and effective communication (Odoom
et al., 2024; Yusriani, 2022). Moreover, the genre-based approach has been successful in en-
hancing language skills in various contexts, as it encourages learners to comprehend the social
purpose of texts and apply appropriate linguistic structures (Hyland, 2019). For these reasons,
this framework is valuable for the present study.

This research employs a qualitative case study method to explore and analyze the effec-
tiveness of the genre-based approach in enhancing Arabic writing skills. The qualitative
aproach is chosen because it allows for a deep exploration of the learning process and students'
experiences in a natural setting (Hamilton & Finley, 2019; Jan et al., 2023; Miller et al., 2020).
Specifically, this study focuses on collecting data through observations, documentation, fo-
cused group discussions (FGDs), and tests. The use of multiple data sources helps to triangulate
findings and provides a comprehensive understanding of the phenomena under investigation
(Hancock et al., 2021; Rashid et al., 2019).

In the data source, it would comprise both primary and secondary. Primary data are
those received from a total number of 32 students at Class XI of MA Al Ummah Jombang in
an odd semester, 2024/2025. Since it's during this period they would have their middle or well
into the high schooling process and had reached at one such critical state of constructing an
Arabic writing skill. The key informants consist of Arabic teachers and school administrators,
who can provide information about the teaching methods and curriculum design (Alifah, 2024;
Nurbaity & Dewi, 2021). The secondary data are obtained from the school documents, lesson
plans, and student portfolios.

These can be obtained through various means of systematic data collection, namely:
direct observa-tion in the classroom to study teaching behavior and students in learning writing
and documentations are the written data such as lesson plans, students' home assignments and
curriculum guides which was adapted from Suharsimi Arikunto (Arikunto, 2019). FGDs with
students and teachers are used to reflect on the learning process of the students and provide
qualitative insight into the challenges and successes during the implementation period of the
genre-based approach. Pre- and post-tests are conducted for measuring the progress of the stu-
dents in Arabic writing skills.

Data analysis in this study will follow an interpretive and inductive approach. After
collecting data, researchers will organize them into themes relevant to the effectiveness of the
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genre-based approach in improving writing skills through observation, documentation, and
FGDs. This involves data coding, followed by placing them into proper themes and interpreting
the data regarding the research objectives (Hasan et al., 2023; Purwanza, 2022). It involves
rigorous analysis, ensuring objectivity and reliability, based on patterns and trends that are es-
tablished in the data.

Results and Discussion
Result
1. The Implementation of Genre-Based Approach (GBA)

Although the Genre-Based Approach (GBA) in language teaching has been widely dis-
cussed in the literature, research explicitly examining the application of GBA in teaching Ara-
bic writing skills still needs to be improved. Most existing studies focus more on applying GBA
in teaching Arabic or other languages without exploring how this approach can be used to im-
prove Arabic writing skills. This study is significant as it fills the gap in the literature regarding
the more specific application of GBA in teaching Arabic. This topic has yet to be extensively
researched. According to sources from the Scopus database over the last five years (2019-2024),
publications on GBA show an interesting trend (see Figure 1). Complete data related to this
research can be seen in the following figure:

Figure 1: Network visualization of Genre-Based Approach
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Source: Authors’ analysis with VOSviewers (2024)

Some of the discussions of GBA for language teaching that have emerged in various
research works within the years 2019-2024 discuss the application of GBA to Arabic or another
language and thus present evidence of extensive academic interest in this approach. Despite the
availability of related research, few studies have explored GBA in teaching Arabic writing
skills. This indicates an existing literature gap that needs to be addressed to explore how this
approach can improve students' writing skills in Arabic. What differentiates this study from all
others is the combination of the Teaching and Learning Cycle Model with GBA in teaching
Arabic writing skills. Although this model is seldom used, it combines necessity and relevance
in chasing better learning outcomes from the students. Therefore, this study will bridge that gap
and provide a new outlook on teaching Arabic writing skills using the Genre-Based Approach
(GBA) with the Teaching and Learning Cycle (TLC) Model.
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From interviews conducted with two teachers at MA Al Ummah Pandanwangi, identi-

fied here as Ms. A and Mr. B, their reflections on the effectiveness of the Genre-Based Ap-
proach (GBA) were notable. Ms. A mentioned,

"GBA has helped my students to structure and present their ideas more coherently. They
showed improvement in keeping arguments organized, developing logical flow, and ex-
pressing themselves well in writing tasks.” (Ms. A, personal communication, June 15,
2024).”

while Mr. B said,

“I have seen a big difference in how my students found, analyzed, and then ap-
plied the different features of text structure, evidence of deeper understanding, and sig-
nificantly improved writing skills, (Mr. B, personal communication, June 15, 2024).”
The table below outlines the stages of GBA implementation, with a graph showing in-

creased student performance in Arabic writing over a semester. Additionally, the image of stu-
dent groups working collaboratively highlights the engagement fostered by this approach.
Table 1. The stages of GBA Implementation

No. GBA Stage Purpose Description Example

1  Building Building stu- The teacher intro- The teacher shows pictures
Knowledge  dents' duces the basic ma- and text about travel (al-sa-
of the Field  knowledge terial about the topic far). Students identify words

about the topic "al-safar" (travel). like “ta'irah™ (airplane),
and context Students listen, "funduqg" (hotel), and
read, identify vocab- "mahattah™ (station).
ulary, and observe
relevant images.
2  Modelling of Understanding The teacher pro- The teacher introduces ex-
the Text the structure of vides a model text ample sentences containing
the text and lin- based on the genre. ism al-nakirah (indefinite
guistic features Students analyze the noun) and ism al-ma'rifah
used in the grammar, vocabu- (definite noun), such as "wal-
genre lary, and sentence adun yarkabu at-ta'irah™ (a
structure used in the boy is riding the airplane) and
text. "al-waladu  yarkabu  at-
ta'irah” (the boy is riding the
airplane).

3 Joint Con- Writing a text Theteacherandstu- Each group writes an expos-
struction of collaboratively dents work together itory text about travel, using
the Text with  teacher to write a text. Stu- words that contain ism al-na-

guidance dents collaborate in kirah (indefinite noun) and
groups for brain- ism al-ma'rifah  (definite
storming, drafting, noun).
and revising the
text.

4 Independent Writing a text Studentswriteatext Students write a personal
Construction independently  independently, with travel text with the theme "al-
of the Text based on the the teacher facilitat- safar" (travel), constructing

knowledge ac-
quired

ing by providing
feedback on the
writing and revision

_process.

sentences using the vocabu-
lary they have learned, and
editing their work.
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The data demonstrates that implementing the Genre-Based Approach (GBA) signifi-
cantly improves students’ Arabic writing skills. The average scores increased consistently from
the initial BKOF stage to the final Independent Construction phase. Students' collaborative ef-
forts, supported by clear scaffolding techniques such as group discussions and guided writing
exercises, contributed to these improvements. The interview highlights how the GBA fosters
not only technical writing proficiency but also critical thinking and creativity.

Figure 1: the impact of the Genre-Based Approach
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The figure above can be interpreted in terms of the impact of the Genre-Based Ap-
proach: first, Consistent Improvement: Students’ scores improved progressively across all GBA
stages, as seen in both the table and graph. This indicates that GBA effectively builds founda-
tional knowledge and gradually advances students' independent writing skills. Second, Collab-
orative Learning Benefits: Activities like group discussions and using visual aids fostered team-
work and deeper understanding. For example, the Joint Construction phase enabled students to
exchange ideas, which improved their confidence and engagement. Third, Enhanced Critical
Thinking: The Modeling of Text phase required students to analyze grammatical and rhetorical
features, leading to more nuanced writing. Evidence includes examples of students producing
varied and contextually appropriate phrases related to the topic safar (travel). In conclusion, the
GBA not only improved technical writing skills but also cultivated collaborative and critical -
thinking abilities, making it an effective teaching strategy for Arabic writing.

2. Cognitive Learning Outcomes in Arabic Language Learning by Applying Genre-
Based Approach (GBA)

After implementing the Genre-Based Approach (GBA) with the TLC model, numerous
positive signs were observed among the students. One key factor was the Building Knowledge
of Field stage, where students were provided with simple text models that helped boost their
confidence, allowing them to participate more actively in the learning process. Additionally,
cognitive improvements became evident in their academic performance. This structured ap-
proach not only enhanced their understanding of the material but also increased their enthusi-
asm for learning. For instance, before the GBA model was applied, the students' average score
was 60.28, with a competency mastery rate of only 39.72%. After the approach was imple-
mented, the average score increased significantly to 81.67, with a mastery rate of 87.19%.
Moreover, students displayed a sense of excitement when working on their worksheets (Lembar
Kerja), as they had developed sufficient background knowledge. Overall, the GBA had a posi-
tive impact on both student engagement and their learning outcomes, as demonstrated by the
significant improvements in confidence and academic scores. The results achieved are pre-
sented in Table 2 and Figure 2 below:

Table 2. Mastery of Learning Outcomes Before and After Learning
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Score Category Before after
Range Freq (f) % Freq (f) %
>75 Not Passed 11 39,72 25 87,67
<75 Passed 21 60,28 7 12,33
32 100 32 100
Score Range 25-90 50-100

The data highlights the positive effect of the Genre-Based Approach on student perfor-
mance. Before the GBA method was introduced, students had a low average score of 60.28,
with only 39.72% demonstrating mastery of the material. After the GBA approach, the average
score increased significantly to 81.67, with a corresponding improvement in the mastery rate to
87.19%. These results underline the effectiveness of GBA in enhancing both academic perfor-
mance and student participation. Furthermore, the feedback from the teachers supports the idea
that the students' confidence and motivation improved significantly after the approach was im-
plemented.

Figure 2: Genre-based Approach Impact

The figure above can be interpreted as follows: first, Improved Student Confidence and
Participation: The introduction of GBA fostered a sense of confidence among students, enabling
them to engage more actively in the learning process. Evidence of this is seen in their enthusi-
astic participation in completing worksheets. Second, Academic Performance Improvement:
There was a clear increase in students' scores, from an average of 60.28 to 81.67. This change
was also reflected in the increased mastery rate of 87.19%. Third, Increased Engagement with
Learning Materials: Students showed heightened interest in the learning materials, which con-
tributed to a better understanding of the subject matter. This was evident in their active involve-
ment during lessons and their ability to work with simple texts. In conclusion, the Genre-Based
Approach significantly enhanced both cognitive outcomes and student engagement in Arabic
language learning.

Discussion

The implementation of the Genre-Based Approach (GBA) in Arabic language learning
at MA Al Ummah Pandanwangi Jombang yielded positive results, both in terms of student
engagement and academic outcomes. Interviews with teachers Ms. A and Mr. B highlighted
significant improvements in students' writing abilities, with Ms. A emphasizing better organi-
zation of ideas in writing tasks and Mr. B noting enhanced understanding of text structure. Data
showed a marked increase in student performance, with average scores rising from 60.28 to

Vol. 4, No. 2 (July - Desember 2024) | 127



ARKHAS: Journal of Arabic Language Teaching

81.67, and the mastery rate improving from 39.72% to 87.19%. Collaborative activities, such
as group discussions, contributed to this success, and students became more confident in com-
pleting their worksheets. Additionally, teacher feedback indicated that the students were more
enthusiastic and engaged in the learning process, demonstrating the effectiveness of GBA in
fostering both academic and cognitive improvements.

The positive outcomes observed in this study can be attributed to several key factors.
Firstly, the structured approach of GBA allowed for gradual skill-building through stages, en-
suring that students received adequate support before moving to independent tasks. As sug-
gested by Sujana and Puniawati (2020), the effective combination of teacher guidance and col-
laborative learning was crucial in reinforcing knowledge at each stage. Secondly, the collabo-
rative nature of the GBA encouraged active student participation, as students could engage in
discussions and work together to construct knowledge (C. Liu & Chen, 2022). The multi-direc-
tional communication between students, peers, and the teacher, particularly during the Joint
Construction of the Text (JCoT) phase (Ahyarudin & Jamilah, 2024), fostered teamwork and
critical thinking. Finally, the increased use of scaffolding techniques, such as modeling and
feedback, enabled students to improve their cognitive and writing skills progressively, reinforc-
ing their understanding of Arabic text structures and vocabulary (Nurani et al., 2023).

The data suggest that the implementation of GBA significantly influenced students' ac-
ademic and cognitive growth. First, there was a clear improvement in student performance
(Elosua & De Boeck, 2020), as evidenced by the substantial rise in both average scores and
mastery rates. This indicates that the method effectively facilitated the acquisition of writing
skills in Arabic. Furthermore, students exhibited increased engagement, as shown by their ac-
tive participation in group work and their excitement during activities like the worksheets.
These findings align with the work of Douangmala and Widyantoro (2019), who emphasized
the role of collaborative activities in boosting student engagement (\Wulandari, 2023). Lastly,
the GBA's impact on critical thinking was evident during the Modeling of Text (MoT) phase
(Hasni & Faiz, 2021), where students analyzed grammatical features and text structures, leading
to more sophisticated writing skills. Therefore, the GBA proved to be an effective pedagogical
tool that not only improved technical writing skills but also nurtured critical thinking, creativity,
and collaboration.

Compared to previous studies on the Genre-Based Approach (GBA), the results of this
research show a unique integration of the Teaching Learning Cycle (TLC) model, which en-
hances student engagement and cognitive outcomes. In studies, the TLC model was found to
be effective in maximizing language learning outcomes, particularly in English language edu-
cation (Gebhard, 2019; Jenkins, 2019). However, the present study adds value by demonstrating
the GBA's potential in Arabic language learning, incorporating both technical writing profi-
ciency and cognitive skills development. This novel integration of TLC with GBA in the con-
text of Arabic education provides new insights into the effectiveness of this approach (Riani
Said et al., 2022; Utama et al., 2019; lyisenyiirek, 2022). Furthermore, the strong correlation
between student participation and cognitive learning outcomes in this study contributes to the
broader understanding of how active learning strategies can enhance language acquisition
(Safi’i et al., 2024).

Based on the findings of this study, several recommendations can be made for further
enhancing the effectiveness of the Genre-Based Approach in Arabic language learning. First, it
is crucial to continue using multi-directional communication strategies that foster collaboration
among students, as this has been shown to improve engagement and critical thinking (Sadirova
& Sydyk, 2024). Future research should also explore the impact of increased use of digital tools
and multimedia (Mateos-Blanco et al., 2024), such as LCD projectors, in enhancing student
participation, as noted by the teacher observers. Additionally, there is a need to refine assess-
ment methods to better evaluate students' critical thinking and creativity in writing, as these are
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key components of the 21st-century learning skills (Wulandari, 2023). Finally, the integration
of GBA with the Scientific Approach in the K-13 curriculum should be explored further, as it
aligns well with the objectives of the curriculum to enhance students' cognitive, collaborative,
and communication skills (Nurani et al., 2023).

Conclusion

The findings of this study reveal that the implementation of the Genre-Based Approach
(GBA) significantly enhanced students' Arabic language skills, particularly in writing. The
GBA, structured in stages—Building Knowledge of the Field (BKOF), Modelling of the Text
(MoT), Joint Construction of the Text (JCoT), and Independent Construction of the Text
(ICoT)—enabled students to progressively build knowledge and writing proficiency. Collabo-
rative activities, such as group discussions, played a key role in enhancing both critical thinking
and creativity, especially during the JCoT and ICoT stages, where students demonstrated
greater engagement and confidence in their work. The data shows a remarkable increase in
academic performance, with the average score rising from 60.28 to 81.67 and the mastery rate
improving from 39.72% to 87.19%. This highlights the effectiveness of GBA in improving
students' cognitive outcomes and their engagement in Arabic learning.

This study contributes conceptually to the understanding of how GBA can be integrated
with the Teaching Learning Cycle (TLC) to enhance language learning, specifically in the con-
text of Arabic language education. By incorporating collaborative learning, critical thinking,
and creativity, the study shows that the Genre-Based Approach not only improves technical
skills but also supports the development of 21st-century skills, such as communication and col-
laboration. Furthermore, the positive feedback from teachers and observers emphasizes the rel-
evance of this approach in promoting a more interactive and engaging learning environment.
These findings contribute to the broader field of language education, offering practical insights
for integrating GBA in curriculum design.

However, there are some limitations in this study that should be addressed in future re-
search. First, the study primarily focused on a single school, which may limit the generalizabil-
ity of the findings to other contexts. Future research should consider a broader sample size
across different educational settings to confirm the broader applicability of the results. Second,
while the study highlighted improvements in student engagement and academic performance,
the long-term impact of GBA on students' language proficiency and critical thinking could be
further explored. Lastly, future studies should also investigate the role of digital tools and mul-
timedia in enhancing student participation and learning outcomes, as these elements were not
extensively examined in the current research. Addressing these gaps will further enrich the un-
derstanding of GBA’s effectiveness in language education.
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